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Wanlass: Gossamer

Lowry, Lois. Gossamer. Houghton Mifflin, 2006. ISBN 0618685502. $16.00. 140 p.
Reviewer: Sarah Wanlass
Reading Level: Intermediate, Young adult
Rating: Outstanding
Genre: Fantasy fiction;
Subject: Dreams--Juvenile fiction; Nightmares--Juvenile fiction; Child abuse--Juvenile fiction;
Books--Reviews;
Littlest One is a young and delicate dream-giver-in-training. Thin Elderly is her
superior and trainer. Together, they battle the evil sensisteeds, who work to destroy the happiness
of the two humans in their care--a lonely, old woman and a troubled, young boy. The dreamgivers gather the happiest memories they can forage and bestow them in the form of pleasant
dreams. These efforts strengthen their charges against the nightmares inflicted by the sensisteeds.
Lowry's unique style is evident in Gossamer. Through this enchanting tale, she introduces
readers to the mystical world of dream-givers and sensisteeds and suggests that the realm of the
unconscious is more closely intertwined with the real world than is apparent. Her approach is
detailed and gripping as it forces the reader to keep track of the various storylines in the book to
make connections between them. Yet, at the same time, readers may feel distanced from the
story, by the remote, omniscient narrator tone. Many characters are left without name and Lowry
picks and chooses the details she wants to emphasize. This technique is reminiscent of her
award-winning novel, The Giver.
Gossamer is a quick read. Fantasy lovers should grab a copy. In addition, this novel
broaches important issues about interpersonal relations. It touches on topics such as domestic
abuse and divorce and allows readers to contemplate the effects of these travesties on parents
and children. The book also illustrates that people can find fulfillment through service and that
healing and hope can come, even to those who have been badly hurt.
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